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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in telephone interviews 
with Mr. Jack Jankovitz on July 21 , 2005 and July 26, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims 
Claims 17, 20, and 43 have been canceled. 
Claims 1 and 42 are amended. 

In claim 1. line 21, the following limitation has been inserted between "variability" 

and 

The three new added paragraphs read as follows: 

"(g) offering the user a choice of photo products; 

(h) a price and a delivery time of the photo product and a location of the 
fulfillment provider are dependent on the desired geospatial area and format selected; 
and 

(i) the price is automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the 
fulfillment provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the 



Application/Control Number: 09/934,037 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3627 

display of the user, and transmitted by the fulfillment provider, by way of the network 
channel, for display on the display of the user-. 

In claim 42, line 18, the following limitation has been inserted between "user" and 

The three new added paragraphs read as follows: 

"(g) offering the user a choice of photo products; 

(h) proportionally determining in the computer of the fulfillment provider, a price 
for the desired geospatial area, in response to a size of the polygons selected by the 
user on the display of the user; and 

(1) transmitting, from the fulfillment provider, by way of the network channel, the 
price for viewing on the display of the user, free-of any human intervention at a location 
of the fulfillment provider.-- 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

Claim 1 

Claim 1 recites a method for offering for purchase by a computer earth imagery 
content of a user-selected desired geospatial area, the earth imagery content being 
delivered in the form of a photo product, the method comprising the steps of, inter alia: 
the price is automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the fulfillment 
provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the display of the 
user, and transmitted by the fulfillment provider, by way of the network channel, for 
display on the display of the user . 
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The most closely applicable prior art of record is referenced to in the Office 
Action mailed on June 6, 2005 as the website www.diqitalqlobe.com (Digital Globe). 
Digital Globe discloses is a web-based product offering tool which includes an imaging 
and information system comprising high-resolution digital- imagery of the Earth from 
space. Digital Globe discloses a user that may task the satellite to collect imagery when 
the desired imagery is not available in the database. Circumstances requiring tasking 
include imaging a new geographic location, a more recent collection date, or imagery 
that contains special imaging options. Furthermore, Digital globe includes the ordering 
of imagery which will be accepted before satellite launch, allowing the user to reserve 
the area of interest at pre-launch pr-ices. The user may task a smaller area which will be 
charged fro the minimum area size. However, Digital Globe neither anticipates or fairly 
and reasonably teaches a method for offering for purchase by a computer earth imagery 
content of a user-selected desired geospatial area, the earth imagery content being 
delivered in the form of a photo product, the method comprising the steps of, inter alia: 
the price is automaticallv and proportionallv determined bv a computer of the fulfillment 
provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polvqons on the display of the 
user, and transmitted by the fulfillment provider, by way of the network channel, for 
display on the display of the user . 

Naylor (U.S. Patent Application No. 2001/0049648) neither anticipates or fairly 
and reasonably teaches a method for offering for purchase by a computer earth imagery 
content of a user-selected desired geospatial area, the earth imagery content being 
delivered in the form of a photo product, the method comprising the steps of, inter alia: 



Application/Control Number: 09/934,037 Page 5 

Art Unit: 3627 

the price is automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the fulfillment 
provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the display of the 
user, and transmitted by the fulfillment provider by way of the network channel for 
display on the display of the user . Naylor's disclosure teaches away from the pricing 
which is automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the fulfillment 
provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the display of the 
user. This is because Naylor teaches an electronic marketplace for selling and 
auctioning off display of rights to digital imagery (abstract). Furthermore, Naylor 
teaches buyers, who have registered with the auction house can view these digital 
images, and bid for the right to display the images (abstract). 

Silk (U.S. Patent No. 5,809.145) neither anticipates or fairly and reasonably 
teaches a method for offering for purchase by a computer earth imagery content of a 
user-selected desired geospatial area, the earth imagery content being delivered in the 
form of a photo product, the method comprising the steps of, inter alia: the price is 
automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the fulfillment provider in 
response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the display of the user and 
transmitted by the fulfillment provider, by way of the network channel, for display on the 
display of the user . Silk's disclosure teaches away from the pricing which is 
automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the fulfillment provider, in 
response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the display of the user. This is 
because Silk teaches a distributing digital data system which allows customers to 
browse or search through data available from a number of information providers and to 
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purchase the selected data directly via their computer (col. 5, lines 58-62) and an 
authorization method which prevents access to secured datasets by anyone other than 
an authorized end-user (col. 1, lines 6-8). Further, Silk teaches a user requesting a 
particular dataset of the digital image, wherein a server provides the requested dataset 
to the computer. The server then connects to a fulfillment center to transmit an 
encrypted access or release code request for the desired dataset. A transaction server 
in turn provides the computer with an access or release code after a payment method is 
established. 

Krishnamurthy (U.S. Patent No. 5,956,027) neither anticipates or fairly and 
reasonably teaches a method for offering for purchase by a computer earth imagery 
content of a user-selected desired geospatial area, the earth imagery content being 
delivered in the form of a photo product, the method comprising the steps of, inter alia: 
the price is automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the fulfillment 
provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the display of the 
user and transmitted by the fulfillment provider, by way of the network channel, for 
display on the display of the user Krishnamurthy's disclosure teaches away from the 
pricing which is automatically and proportionally determined by a computer of the 
fulfillment provider, in response to a size of dynamically selected polygons on the 
display of the user. This is because Krishnamurthy teaches a method for a user to 
share a hypertext transfer protocol document, such as and http page received from 
World Wide Web server site, with one or more other users (col. 1 , lines 6-9). 

Claim 42 
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Claim 42 recites a computer method for offering for purchase by user- 
selected earth imagery content of a desired geospatial area in the form of a photo 
product comprising the steps of, inter alia: proportionally determining in the computer of 
the fulfillment provider, a price for the desired geospatial area, in response to a size of 
the polygons selected by the user on the display of the user: and transmitting, from the 
fulfillment provider, by way of the network channel, the price for viewing on the display 
of the user, free-of any human intervention at a location of the fulfillment provider . The 
method is allowable over the prior art of record for reasons consistent with those 
identified above with respect to claim 1 . 

Conclusion 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

WWW.RSI.CA a system and method of ordering of radar-based remote sensing 
information, however, it does not disclose a pricing that is automatically and 
proportionally determined by a computer, in response to a size of dynamically selected 
polygons on the display of the user. 

U.S. Patent No. 4,870,576 to Tornetta discloses a system and method for 
locating real estate properties which includes a graphical locator interface which permits 
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definition of a desired area for search by placing of a user-controlled selector on a map 
displayed on a CRT, however, it does not disclose a pricing that is automatically and 
proportionally determined by a computer, in response to a size of dynamically selected 
polygons on the display of the user. 

World Publication No. WO 92/02891 to Mauney et al. discloses an automated 
mapping system which utilizes global positioning satellite information to generate or 
update a geographic information database in real time or to collect and store in real time 
position and other geographic information of subsequent automatic creation or updating 
of a geographic information database, however, it does not disclose a pricing that is 
automatically and proportionally determined by a computer, in response to a size of 
dynamically selected polygons on the display of the user. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marissa Thein whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6764. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alex Kalinowski can be reached on 571-272-6771. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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